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ShastaFORWARD>> Regional Blueprint: Project Update, OWP 4/28/09
Amendment, and Second Amendment to Vestra Resources Agreement

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Board:
1. Receive a ShastaFORWARD>> project update;
2. Amend the Overall Work Program (OWP) to include the FY 08/09 California State Regional Blueprint
Program grant award in the amount of $200,000; and
3. Amend the Agreement with Vestra Resources to include FY 2008/09 grant funds in the amount of
$30,000 for additional on-call services related to geographic information system (GIS) mapping and
growth modeling.

SUMMARY

Modeling of the Board-approved alternative scenarios is currently underway. Results will be presented for
Board consideration in July. A third regional blueprint planning grant was awarded to the Agency for grant
cycle 2008/09. The Agency’s FY 2008/09 OWP must be amended in order to accept grant funds. The
existing Agreement with Vestra Resources needs to be amended to add a portion of the new grant funds
for additional GIS mapping and growth modeling services.

DISCUSSION

ShastaFORWARD=>= Project Update — As directed by the Board on February 24, 2009, modeling of the
community’s three alternative growth scenarios is currently underway. The task of modeling is an iterative,
trial-and-error process aimed at translating the public’'s three approaches to accommodating growth and
development into effective and realistic modeling inputs and assumptions.

The first round of modeling runs employed modest changes, beginning with adjustments to the weighting
of attractions (such as streets and roads, water/sewer service areas, etc.) and discouragers (such as ag
lands, environmentally sensitive lands, etc.). More assertive and directed inputs (such as the addition of
policy-simulating attraction layers, zoning reclassifications, and changes to general plan land use category
designations) are being selectively and progressively tested.

Ample consultation with the ShastaFORWARD>> Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and Steering
Committee serves as validation of the technical approach and assures ongoing consistency with community
values and priorities.

A presentation of the proposed final modeling outputs and performance measures is planned for the July 28
Agency meeting, at which time staff will recommend Board approval to proceed with the second phase of
public outreach and the selection of a preferred regional growth vision. A final report containing findings
and recommendations will be presented for Board consideration at the December 2009 Agency meeting.

FY 07/08 California Regional Blueprint Program Grant Award — In addition to and in support of
regional blueprint grants awarded to the Agency in FY 2006/07 ($375,000) and FY 2007/08 ($140,000), the
Agency was recently awarded a FY 2008/09 grant in the amount of $200,000 (see attached letter of
award). These grants fund the development of technical data modeling capabilities, and other deliverables
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necessary for both ShastaFORWARD>> and the future preparation of a Sustainable Communities Strategy
(SCS) as required under Senate Bill 375 (SB 375).

Although no FY 2008/09 grant funds will be expended in the current fiscal year, the Agency must amend
the FY 2008/09 OWP in order to accept the award out of the current regional blueprint grant cycle (see
attached Resolution 09-02). Unspent regional blueprint funds (e.g. all of the FY 2008/09 grant and the
balance of unspent FY 2007/08 grant funds) will be carried over into the FY 2009/10 OWP.

Second Amendment to Agreement with Vestra Resources — The ShastaFORWARD>> regional
blueprint is the first effort of its kind in the region. Because the level of effort and difficulty associated with
technical modeling was largely unknown in the beginning, a portion of the Vestra Resources Agreement and
corresponding budget was dedicated to on-call services. The regional growth modeling process — together
with associated travel modeling, air quality modeling, and the generation of performance measures — has
proven to be more time intensive than originally anticipated. A portion of the FY 2008/09 regional blueprint
planning grant was awarded to supplement the technical modeling effort. A second amendment (see
attached) to the Agreement with Vestra Resources will add $30,000 from the FY 2008/09 blueprint grant for
further on-call services related to the original Agreement’s scope of work.

ALTERNATIVES

Regarding the FY 2008/09 OWP amendment, the Board may choose not to include the FY 2008/09 regional
blueprint grant. This is not recommended as the Agency would be unable to claim the FY 2008/09 grant
award.

Regarding the second amendment to the Agreement with Vestra Resources, the Board may direct staff to
prepare a request for proposals (RFP). This is not recommended as needed services are direct extensions
of work tasks outlined in the existing Agreement and are very near to completion.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT

The ShastaFORWARD>=> project study area encompasses all of Shasta County, including each city, the
county, and all other entities interested in transportation and regional growth. The California Department
of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration administer the Blueprint program and provide
grant funds.

FINANCING

All efforts referenced in this report are funded up to 80% through California Regional Blueprint Planning
Program grants. $375,000 was awarded to the RTPA in FY 2006/07, $140,000 in FY 2007/08, and
$200,000 in FY 2008/09. The 20% required match funds are budgeted in the OWP using State Planning,
Programming, and Monitoring (PPM) funds. Grant funds expended to date for ShastaFORWARD>> equal
approximately $400,000.

Daniel S. Little, AICP, Executive Director
DSL/DTW/jac

Attachments: Regional Blueprint Program award letter (FY 2008/09 grant cycle)
Resolution 09-02 (OWP Amendment #2)
Work Element 720.01-.02 Budget Worksheet
Second Amendment to the Agreement with Vestra Resources
Letter of Support (Shasta LAFCO)



